Apoptosis in the retina.
An enormous interest in cell death over the past several years has catapulted apoptosis to the forefront of scientific research. Apoptosis has been found to mediate cell deletion in tissue homeostasis, embryological development and immunologic function. It also occurs in pathological situations including cancer and AIDS, and is implicated in a variety of ocular diseases. This review presents a brief history of apoptosis and the proper evidence needed in order to claim that apoptosis is taking place. A summary and critique of important investigations concerning the genetic and biochemical regulation of apoptosis is presented, as well as a focus on other studies drawing a connection between apoptosis and cell death in physiological and pathological situations.